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The second Montlake bascule bridge was introduced in the Draft EIS as

a "6-lane design option" that came about through a community workshop

series held in 2005.  The rationale for the second bridge is discussed in

several places in the Draft EIS:

Page 3-29: “The Second Montlake Bridge option would narrow SR

520 through the Montlake neighborhood while continuing to provide

transit access from SR 520 through the University of Washington.

This option could improve traffic operations through the corridor by

increasing capacity across the Montlake Cut.”

•

Pages 5-10 through 5-14 discuss local traffic, including how a

second bridge would improve operations.

•

More detail on how the option was developed and why it was determined

to merit further study is included in Appendix V to the Draft EIS, the 6-

Lane Alternative Options Report, and on pages 49-50 of the Range of

Alternatives and Options report attached to the SDEIS.

Congestion in the Montlake area is affected by, and affects, operation on

SR 520. Part of the congestion problem on Montlake is the constrained

corridor between SR 520 and Pacific Street, especially the existing

Montlake bridge. Adding new capacity across the Montlake Cut helps

traffic in the area to flow better.  In the SDEIS, Options A, K, and L all

looked at adding capacity in different ways; A is the one that best

balanced cost, impact, and effectiveness, and the Preferred Alternative

is most similar to Option A.
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